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Present courthouse with 30 million dollar judicial in the

History Of Our Houses
To Present Time

(Written by “Uncle Ben" Blount and published in “The Couri
Bartow, Florida, in the issue of December 17, 1908.)

In the year 1860, Hillsborough County was divided and
the eastern half of it became a new county under the name
of Polk, in honor of President Polk.

The first board of county commissioners we have any
~ecord of, and we have no record as to how they came in
possession of their offices, was composed of Readding
Blount, James Hamilton, Isaac Waters and Joseph Mizelle.
L. W. Cornelius was county judge.

d. Picture was made from roof of the Southeast Bank, Bartow.

On June 17th, 1861, a business meeting was held by this
board and the county was laid off into public roads and
county commissioners’ districts. Some time in the year 1860
or '61 an election was held to determine the location of a
county site. The place voted upon was a beautiful parcel of
land just four miles south of Bartow on the Fort Meade road.
Mr. James Hamilton and Zachariah Seward, Jr., built a
hewed log building on this land, they owning it at the time,
and put a stock of goods in it and made some concessions
to the county as an inducement for the county site, but this
only created a jealousy which defeated that place and Mud
Lake was the county site of Polk County for about one

year. (continued on page 2)
























